LORD  OXFORD WAS SHAKESPEARE
time were found alluded to in the play, the play of
which the title had already caught my attention,
as suggestive of one of Shakespeare's plays, I felt
justified in considering that my theory was in the
course of being proved. After ten plays in suc-
cession were found to parallel in this fashion I felt
that the matter was no longer a theory, but a demon-
strated fact.
A summary of Mrs. Clark's treatment of The
Merchant of Venice (usually dated 1596) illustrates
her methods. In 1580 The History of Portia and
Demorantes was shown at White Hall. The play
was The Merchant of Venice, and support is found
in Gosson's School of Abuse (1579), in which he
praises a play recently seen at "The Bull/' called
The Jew, representing "the greediness of worldly
chusers, and bloody minds of usurers." Plays
were given at small theatres like "The Bull53 pre-
paratory to presentation at Court. The literary
sources on which The Merchant of Venice was based
were familiar to Oxford; and to them he added
episodes of contemporary history, which tends to
confirm that The Jew, Portia and Demorantes (a
mistake in transcription for The Merchants], and
The Merchant of Venice, are different titles for the
same play.
The two episodes were: the proposed marriage
between the Duke of Alen?on and Queen
Elizabeth, and the third Frobisher Expedition of
1578. In order to weave into the drama the
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